UNISON

LINCOLNSHIRE POLICE BRANCH

MINUTES OF THE 29th  ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

HELD AT

UNISON CLUB, BEAUMONT FEE, LINCOLN

ON

WEDNESDAY 22 FEBRUARY 2006

The Chair opened the meeting, thanked those members attending and introduced Richard Parker, Regional Officer and Ravi Subramanian, Secretary to Regional Police Committee.

1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

The returning officer received 395 apologies.

2.
TO ELECT SCRUTINEERS

Helen Wilkie and Alan Caine were duly elected.

3.
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON 3 MARCH 2005

The minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 3 March 2005, have been previously circulated and were accepted as a true record.


Proposed :
Bill Bilton


Seconded :
Rebecca Taylor

4.
MATTERS ARISING 


There were no items to be discussed.

5.
TO RECEIVE REPORT FROM THE SECRETARY


Debbie Parker reported :

· Been busy 8 months since she took over the role of Secretary with disciplines and grievances.

· Thanked the Chairman, John Gooding for all his advice and assistance.

· Membership has grown and is quite strong.

· New Maternity Policy  has been done

· Financial report for FCCC and survey has been carried out.

· There is a lot of work with regards women’s issues

6.
PRESENTATION BY RAVI SUBRAMANIAN, SECRETARY OF REGIONAL POLICE COMMITTEE 


Ravi introduced himself and said he will try and explain what is happening with regards pensions and also the proposed merger with other counties.


Proposed Force Merger

Ravi stated that The Home Office announced in March of this year that Forces would merge together and it has been identified that Lincolnshire would merge with Derbyshire, Leicestershire, Northamptonshire and Nottinghamshire and would be classed as the East Midlands Force.  He said that there are tight timescales for proposals to be submitted and all Branches are very heavily involved during this period.


Pensions

Ravi discussed the changes, which are being discussed with regards pensions and the concerns raised over the abolition of Rule 85 and the computation of pensions.   After a lengthy discussion Ravi said that pressure needs to be placed upon the MP’s to show that people do not agree with the changes the Government are proposing,

7. TO RECEIVE THE STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS FOR THE PERIOD ENDING 31 DECEMBER 2005; THE TREASURER’S REPORT AND AUDITORS REPORT

Rebecca Taylor reported on the branch accounts and explained that some of the money had been spent on new equipment.  The Chairman informed the meeting that the money needed to be spent otherwise the Branch would have lost it therefore new laptops had been purchased.

A report was given by the Auditors who raised a couple of concerns.  Richard Parker commented that UNISON have their own auditors who provided a report and that he was concerned that some of the questions raised had been answered by the UNISON auditors.

8. TO CONSIDER AND IF THOUGHT FIT TO APPROVE, HONORARIUMS IN RESPECT OF BRANCH OFFICERS

Discussion took place with regards honorariums for the forthcoming year.  After discussion it was agreed that honorariums will be paid in arrears not in advance.  It was also agreed that the honorariums for 2007 would be agreed at the 2006 AGM.

Following a discussion it was agreed that the honorariums for 2007 will remain the same as 2006.

The Chairman proposed that an honorarium of £100 is agreed for the retired Secretary.

Proposed :
John Gooding

Seconded :
Alan  Caine

9. TO DISBAND THE EXISTING BRANCH COUNCIL

The Chairman, Mr John Gooding thanked the elected members for their support during the previous year and disbanded the present council.

10. TO ELECT BRANCH OFFICERS TO HOLD OFFICE IN THE ENSUING YEAR

Mrs Parker introduced Mr Gooding as the elected Chair for 2006.


The Chair announced the elected Branch Officers :


Secretary


Debbie Parker


Assistant Secretary

Roy Harris


Retired Secretary

John Armstrong


Treasurer


Rebecca Taylor


Auditors


Michele Mason & Marianne Flippance


Recruitment


Helen Gilbert


Police Advisory Panel

Debbie Parker, Bill Bilton & Helen  Wilkie


Equal Opportunities

Horace Squire


Nationals Women’s Rep
Bobi Caldwell


Education


Helen Gilbert


Heath & Safety Officer
John Gooding

11. TO ELECT HEADQUARTERS AND AREA REPRESENTATIVE FOR THE ENSUING YEAR

The Chair announced that the following had been elected as representatives :

East Division


Vacant

South Division


Paul Diggins

West Division


Lydia Crump

Headquarters


Bill Bilton

Headquarters


Vacant

Comm Centre


Ian Powell & Dave Williams

12. TO ELECT HEALTH AND SAFETY REPRESENTATIVES FOR THE ENSUING YEAR

East Division


Vacant

South Division


Peter Benton

West Division


Lydia Crump

Gainsborough


Vacant

Headquarters


Gresley Nicholson

13. TREASURER’S REPORT TO BRANCH MEMBERSHIP

Previously discussed under Section 7.

14. TO CONSIDER ANY COMPTENT BUSINESS

14.1
Web Site

It was brought to the Committee’s attention that the web site was out of date re the minutes of the meetings.  The Chairman commented that IT are not helping and this is causing problems.

14.2
Retired Members Christmas Lunch

John Armstrong thanked the Board for the retired members Christmas lunch.

14.3
Changing from 13 to 12 Pay Days per Year

The reason for this was explained and the meeting was told that members would be balloted.

15.
LOTTERY & MONTHLY DRAW


First prize of £200 in the lottery draw was won by Paul Holland


Second prize of £100 in the lottery draw was won by Sandra Mason

First prize of £75 for the monthly draw was won by Susan Pickering


Second prize of £50 for the monthly draw was won by Lydia Crump

The Chair closed the meeting at 20.00 hours.

