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Lincolnshire Police Branch



MINUTES of MEETING


4th FEBRUARY 2009  Lawress Hall, Riseholme, Lincoln

	The Chair opened the meeting, thanking those members attending.


	No
	ITEM
	Action

	1.
	Present: 42 members attended.


	

	2.
	Apologies: The returning officer received 63 apologies.


	

	
	To Elect Scrutineers: Helen Wilkie and Ben Lee
	

	3.
	Minutes of the Annual General Meeting Held on 6th February 2008

The minutes of the AGM held on 6th February 2008, having been previously circulated were accepted as a true record. 

Proposed by Dick Bolland, Seconded by Ben Lee.


	

	4.
	Matters Arising

There were no matters arising.
	

	5.


	Branch Report

Ms Parker gave the following report:

Over the past year we have:

●
Been the second most successful Police Branch in our Region on 
recruiting new members, which is now nearing the 500 mark.

●
Successful in expanding the branch committee.

●
Successful in negotiation a second full time post after providing written 
evidence. This now brings us in line with the other four Forces within 
our Region.

●
Represented 14 members regarding formal disciplinary proceedings 
with five cases still on going with one resulting in resigning before the 
hearing. These were made up of conduct and capability issues, 
misuse of ICT equipment, dishonesty/lack of integrity and misuse of 
Force equipment.

●
Represented thirteen members regarding grievances ranging from 
behavioural and policy/procedure issues.

●
There were also numerous work related matters.

●
Contributed to the Regional Consulation Forum, which Roger Young 
will expand on a little later.  

Current Issues:
●
The Force has recently implemented a new pay and grading structure 
without a collective agreement with UNISON. This has had a negative 
affect on some members, again Roger Young will expand a little later.

●
C/Insp Phil Vickers has been tasked with looking at a new shift pattern 
for PCSOs’ and will be circulating a draft shift pattern within the next 
month.

●
Current policies under discussion include the Fairness at Work, Police 
Staff Disciplinary Procedure, Business Interest and PDR Review.

●
Supporting members who are currently on the redeployment list.

●
Currently negotiating a members discount card with the company 
Lealta and will advertise this very shortly.

●
The Force survey deadline is 9th February 2009, if you still have not 
completed it then please try to do so.

Ms Parker then thanked Mrs Thompson for her help and support during the last year.
	

	6.
	Regional Organisor’s Report – Roger Young

Mr Young covered the following issues:

Pay & Grading Review – Updated the meeting and reported that UNISON were looking at possible equal pay claims regarding this.

Regional Consultation Forum – Reported that the RCF had agreed with the constitution that UNSION had written.

Membership – Reported that a lot of cases are now being referred to Thompson’s solicitors for legal advice. Stated that UNISON membership is a lot higher in Police Authorities than Local Government.

LGPS – Reported that statements made by the press that the LGPS is a gold plated pension are untrue. The average pension paid to beneficiaries is less than £5,000 a year which is certainly not gold plated. The conservatives are looking at removing these types of pensions.


	

	7.
	Retired Members Report

Mr Armstrong covered the following issues:

Pensions – Action is needed now to restore the link to the State Pension.

Elderly – The government will be appointing a Commissioner for the Elderly. It remains to be seen what improvements will be made.

Social Care – More funding required to fill the gaps caused by privatitisation.

Dental Charges – In some areas of the UK charges are still ‘sky-high’ – a lot more needs to be done for pensioners.

Single Sex Wards – This issue is unlikely to be resolved for at least another three years.

Travel Scheme – It is still not universal in parts of the UK. It would appear the word ‘Concessionary’ triggers complacency with some Councils.

Pity the Pensioner  - Mr Armstrong quoted the poem by a retired pensioner, Betty McIlroy, Bangor, Co. Down. (Attached at the end of the minutes).

Christmas Lunch – Thank you to the branch and its members for the Christmas lunch, it was wonderful and thoroughly enjoyed by the retired members.


	

	8.
	Guest Speaker – Clytus Williams

Mr Williams thanked the branch for inviting him to the AGM. He introduced himself as the Chair of the National Standing Orders Committee. Mr Williams went on to explain what the role of standing orders committee was at Conferences. He went on to talk about trade unions, members’ young and old. A question and answer session then took place.
	

	9.


	To receive Statement of Account/Treasurer and Auditors Report

Mr Gooding circulated an account summary of income and expenditure. Miss Judge queried what did local activities cover. Mr Gooding went through the items and explained. 

Mrs Thompson thanked Mr Gooding for his hard work.

Mr Bull raised the point of whether the AGM should vote on the accounts for 2008. This was proposed by Mr Thompson and seconded by Mr Smith.

Mr Cox raised a point of order, asking as a retired member what he could vote on! Mr Young gave the answer from the UNISON rulebook under Section C rule 2.6.2.

The following report was given by the auditors:

We have examined the books and accounts of the Lincolnshire Police Branch of UNISON, branch code 2256 and in our opinion the Balance Sheet and Income and Expenditure Account give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the branch as at 31st December 2008 and of its transactions for the year then ended.


	

	10.


	To consider, and if thought fit to approve, honorariums in respect of Branch Officers.

The following comments were made:

Mr Armstrong proposed an increase of 3%.

Miss Judge disagreed with this and asked what work is done out of hours.

Mrs Wilkie stated that the honorariums have remained the same for a number of years. Mr Cox agreed with this and stated that they had remained the same since before he had retired and should be reviewed. He also felt that it was not good practice to have the same person doing the Treasurer and Chairman posts. 

Miss Taylor raised the issue of are people doing work over and above their full time hours. Mrs Wilkie reported that the work that she does not finish at 5pm.

Mr Bolland supported the proposal of an increase of 3% from his own experience as a Secretary.

Mr Thompson stated that he felt that the honorariums should remain the same but the attendance allowance should be raised from £15 to £20.

Mr Easton stated that he felt that the attendance allowance should not be an honorarium.

Mr Harris took offence at the insinuation that he does the Assistant Secretary’s post for the honorarium.

Miss Judge requested that it be minuted that her query does not reflect on the work carried out by the branch committee.

After a lengthy discussion it was agreed that the honorariums would stay the same and be reviewed by the Branch Committee.

The following honorariums were agreed:

Chairman


£400

Secretary


£400

Assistant Secretary

£200

Treasurer


£500

Auditors x 2


£100

Retired Members Secretary
£100

Webmaster


£100

Women’s Officer

£100

Recruitment Office

£100

Branch Attendance Payment
£15 per meeting

Education


£30 per day + parking irrespective of venue


	 

	11.
	To Disband the Existing Council

The Chairman, Mr John Gooding thanked the elected members for their support during the previous year and disbanded the present council.


	

	12.
	To Elect Branch Officers to hold Office in the Ensuing Year

Ms Parker introduced Mr Gooding as the elected chair for 2009.

Secretary



Debbie Parker

Assistant Secretary


Roy Harris

Vice Chairman


Bill Bilton

Retired Secretary


John Armstrong

Treasurer



John Gooding

Auditors



Michele Mason/Marianne Flippance

Recruitment



Bill Bilton

Diversity



Horace Squire

Women’s Officer


BobiThompson

Education



Helen Wilkie

Communications Officer

Andy Hall

International Officer


Debbie Parker

Trade Union Liaison Officer

Bill Bilton

Branch Health & Safety Officer
Bill Bilton

Branch Health & Safety Officer 
Peter Benton

(South)

Young Member


Rachel Thorpe


	

	13.
	TO ELECT HEADQUARTERS AND AREA REPRESENTATIVES 

Headquarters


Bill Bilton/Angie Driver

East Division


Howard Lytwynchuk

South Division


Paul Diggins

Lincoln



Bobi Thompson

Gainsborough


Tracey Burnett

FCCC



Wendy Parry, Paul Smith & Terry Butt

Witham House

Geoff Thompson

South PCSO Rep

Louise Tow

Sleaford


Colin Ironmonger

Ingoldmells


Dave Campion

Saxilby



Rachel Thorpe/Sonia Lewis 


Miss Taylor asked whether the two-year statement on the AGM was in fact in the UNISON rulebook. Mr Gooding explained that it wasn’t. Miss Taylor also raised the question of whether the post of full time Chairman excluded part time workers. The answer was unclear but will be taken away for clarification.
	

	14.
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS

No other business was raised.
	


Retired Secretary John Armstrong

‘Pity the Pensioner’

With a pittance of a pension I’m as poor as a church mouse,

I can’t afford a bicycle, let alone a car or house,

I walk my way from place to place in every kind of weather,

It wreaks havoc with my face, not to speak of my shoe leather!

I watch the wealthy shopping at the supermarket shelves,

Their trolleys overflowing as they indulge themselves,

But I search out the bargains such as ‘Buy one, get one free’,

For I can’t afford the prices that they’re charging now, you see.

It must be nice to have a purse that’s bulging at the seams,

To spend and never count the cost is only in my dreams,

For I’m only a poor pensioner who has to scrimp and save,

And try somehow to make ends meet before I’m in my grave.

So we’re asking you, Prime Minister, to please increase our pension,

It’s the only income we have got – in case I didn’t mention,

And it’s hard to pay for things we need – yes, life for us is cruel,

With high prices for essentials like food, light and fuel.

For you’ll be old you know one day, but you’ll be alright, Jack,

For you have got a fortune and wife Sarah at your back.

But spare a thought for those of us who struggle on alone,

In poverty and hardship, though we don’t often moan.

But enough’s enough and now we’re kicking hard against the traces,

No more you’ll see us smiling – there are frowns upon our faces,

We want a proper pension not the pittance that you pay,

So come on, Gordon, give us more and really make our day.

Betty McIlroy, 

Bangor, Co. Down

AGM UNISON Lincolnshire Police Branch
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